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SUBJ: GOVERNMENT EXTENDS PERIOD FOR COMMENT ON LABOR DECREES 
REE: LISBON 6769 (DTG 011727Z OCT 76) 

1 . ON SEPT 30 THE CABINET APPROVED A SERIES OE DECREE LAWS 
DESIGNED TO REDUCE LABOR INDISCIPLINE. SECRETARY OF STATE 
FOR LABOR MALDONADO TOLD LABATT SEPT 27 THAT DECREES WOULD 
BE PUBLISHED BY OCT 4. 

2. IN FACE OF INTERSINDICAL PROTESTS THAT THE MINISTRY OF 
LABOR HAD NOT ALLOWED SUFFICIENT TIME FOR THE CON- 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 LISBON 07032 141810Z 

STITUTIONALLY REQUIRED CONSULTATION WITH WORKERS, THE 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


GOVERNMENT HAS EXTENDED THE PERIOD FOR CONSULTATION UNTIL 
OCT 26. 

3. SUB-SECRETARY OE STATE EOR LABOR CUSTODIO SIMOES TOLD 
EMBOEES OCT 14 THAT EARLIER CABINET APPROVAL WAS "IN 
PRINCIPLE," THUS ALLOWING THE POSSIBILITY FOR FURTHER 
CONSIDERATION. HE STATED THAT DECREES MENTIONED REFTEL 
AND ADDITIONAL MEASURES WOULD BE ISSUED AS A PACKAGE BY END 
OE OCTOBER. GOVERNMENT IS TAKING POSITION THAT IT CAN ISSUE 
DECREE LAWS ON ALL SUBJECTS NOT SPECIFICALLY RESERVED BY THE 
CONSTITUTION TO THE CONGRESS. THUS, ISSUANCE OE LABOR-RELATED 
DECREE LAWS WILL NOT BE DELAYED UNTIL CONGRESS ACTS ON PRO- 
POSED LEGISLATION DEALING WITH WORKER CONTROL OE MANAGEMENT, 
STRIKES, COLLECTIVE BARGAINING, AND UNION ORGANIZATION. 

4. COMMENT: BY CONCEDING A DELAY TO INTERSINDICAL, THE GOVERN- 
MENT HAS MADE A TACTICAL CONCESSION TO ELIMINATE A POTENTIAL 
POLITICAL ISSUE. 
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